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NEW OPERATION FOR THE CURE OF PROLAPSUS UTERI. 
FROM DR. MARSHALL MALL'S LECTURES. 


ANOTHER application of the principles of inflammation to the cure of a 
distressing wey” Ut proposed by myself, and successfully made by 
Dr. Heming. object was to cure prolapsus uteri. t occurred to 
me that this might be accomplished by diminishing the calibre of the 
vagina, so that the uterus might be supported in its place at its upper 
part. The vagina, being lined by mucous membrane, could not 
readily excited to contract adhesions with itself; I proposed, therefore, 
to remove one or two slips of that membrane, and draw the opposite 
edges into contact by suture; adhesion would take place, the canal 
would be firmly contracted, and the prolapsus of the uterus prevented. 
All this was effectually accomplished in one case, the details of which I 
published some time-ago. Several years afterwards, the case was 
examined by Mr. Vincent; the uterus was still retained in its proper 

ition. a this operation has been successfully repeated by 
M. Velpeau and M. Bérard, Jun. In the young, | would propose 
that the slip of mucous membrane removed from the highest part of 
the vagina be broader than that removed from below. 

The object, in this operation, is to contract the vagina. Jt is accom- 
plished by changing a mucous surface, opposed to adhesive inflam- 
mation, into a surface of another character, on which this form of inflam- 
mation is readily excited. 

The first case of this operation was published so long ago as 1831. 
The subject of the case was a poor woman, whose bread depended 
upon the labor of her hands. Her sufferings, from the prolapsed state 
of the uterus, were often extreme, and she was frequently disabled from 
engaging in her various occupations. , 

or several years there had been complete prolapsus of the uterus ; 
to this were also conjoined a partial descent of the bladder at the ante- 
rior, and of the at thie posterior part of this 
prolapsus. The os uteri protruded at least two inches beyond the os 
externum. 

It occurred to’ me that, if the canal of the vagina could be con- 
siderably, permanently, and firmly reduced in its diameter, the uterus 
would be supported in its place, and prevented from resuming its pro- 
lapsed situation ; and that this might be done by removing @ portion of 
its mucous a the anterior part, and by bringing and re- 
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they! Unite by cicatrix. 
is tion was performed by Dr. Heming. The uterus bei 
pros as much as possible by the efforts of the patient; two paral 

os uteri, a the course of the protruded vagina, to the os exter- 
_ was then removed, leaving a space of one inch and a half in breadth, 
and of the entire length of the vagina, completely denuded. A suture 
‘was then inserted near the os uteri. This suture being gore » the 

i : a third, and other 


uteri could be just felt, in situ, by the t the vagina ; 
the vagina was fly its 
_ The. prolapsus of the uterus was thus completely remedied. The 


, introduced in a young person to support the uterus, subject to 
be completely prolapsed, induced great inflammation. This was {ol- 
; » lowed by such firm contraction of the vagina that the uterus ever after- 


gatures, were ther bing nor 
the os externum ; eac , on being tightened, moving sup- 

This operation was attended with little pain; the only sensitive parts 

The patient was p The bowels had 
been opened. An opiate was given. No pain or fever followed. In 
four or five weeks the denuded parts had firmly united, and, shortly 

_ afterwards, the ligatures came away. 

On examination, six, eight, and ten weeks after the operation, the os 

The principle upon which this case was treated, is illustrated by a 
fact detailed to me ~ Holland, of Queen street, a A 

: remained 10 its proper 100. 
This subject has recently occupied the attention of he SES 
coodings of the Academie Royale de Médecine, in the Parisian 
journals, relative to it. I think an account of these discussions cannot 
fail to interest the members of our profession in England. 
_ The first of these notices, of which [ shall give an account, is that of 
two communications made to the Academie on the 11th August, one by 
M. Velpeau, the other by M. Bérard, Jun. 

“‘ M. Velpeau communicated the case of a woman, about fifty years of 
age, who had for a long time been affected with prolapsus uteri. There 
was also cystocele, pushing the uterus backwards. An ion was 

| performed according to the plan of MM. Marsall Hal, Honing, end 
» though with the following modifications: In order to a 

3 considerable tightening, three shreds of the mucous membrane of the 
vagina were removed, one anterior, the other two lateral, beginning at 

the os externum ; each of these shreds was ten lines in breadth, and 

two inches and a half in length. A difficulty is usually found, after 
temoving the shreds, in making the suture. MM. Velpeau took the. pre- 


with any untoward event; the heemorrhage and pai ¥ slight, 
and cicatrization ensued by the first intention. cols 
from the retention of some fecal matter, were subdued by laxative 

cure 


to become mothers, this operation would involve serious int 
“M. Velpeau observed, that this objection might appear 
at first sight, but that there were facts to show that cicatrices of the 


ij 


which he had himself been the operator, two persons were completely 
« Since that day M. Bérard hes. the same operation. He 


« came under my care (sn the a aged 58, 


pain, and she could reduce the tumor herself. ja 

‘This affection is rather an infirmity then a disease. It may, how- | 
ever, become a source of serious disease, in consequence of the ; 


“The surgi have epplied are only 
palliative. consist of pessaries, use of w patient 


the form of these pessaries ; some are oval, others elliptical, or ‘ en 


is 
have the form of a ‘bilboquet.’ It has a stem, which projects out of 
the vagina, and prorees much inconvenience when the patient sits 
down. This is broken, and then the cap remsing le the vag, 


promises to be permanent. 
or inconvenience, and appears most . 
‘6M. Maingault objected, that, in 
he same operatic entire success. Uut of tL instances if 
To this ee ings of the Academie, I beg to 
add that of a clinical lecture by M. Vel blished by Dr. Dufresse 
such a degree this organ th the os externum. 
cervix was neither inflamed — no 
brane of the pelvis, and, consequently, of abscess ; and the intestines 
may be drawn into the cul de sac which is thus formed. It may also be 
the cause of strangulated hernia ; and, lastly, of ulceration of the neck 
and are ill calculated to support the uterus. They imbed themselves: 
deeply in the ~ ietes of the vagina, and produce inflammatida, in con- 
also been known to perforate the recto-vagiaal. septum, and the sores 
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thus produced to become fistulous, There are, besides, ‘ pessaries 
elytroides.’ These are with difficulty kept in the vagina. 

_“The insufficiency, then, of these means, and the inconveniences 
which follow their application, justify the efforts that have been made to 
obtain a radical cure; which has been effected in some cases. 

_* There is one principle only, but this is effected in various ways. It 
has been founded en for the cure of prolapsus 
ani. This consists in contracting the orifice of the anus to a greater or 
tren, in France, bedi with much more scourey, and ought 
to be considered as the first who gave rules for its performance. 

from the success obtained in cases of prolapsus ani, it has led to a belief 
that the same benefit might be expected in cases of prolapsus uteri, by 


vagina. 

of idea of this operation is due to M. Girardin, who described 
it in a memoir which he presented to the Société de Médecine de Mets, 
or de Nancy. He proposed to contract the vagina, and if nec ) 
even completely to obliterate it in women in whom the catamenia had 
ceased. He found many opponents to his ideas, which were rejected. 
The. manuscript remains unpublished, the journal of the Society having 
given only an analysis of it, which I have now before me. 

‘¢ These ideas have since been renewed, reduced to rules, and ed 
with success. M. Dieffenbach, of Berlin, has Fae wry this me 
In 1831 many of our young surgeons went into Poland, and they addressed 
letters to the. ‘Gazette Médicale,’ in which they gave an account of 
many cases of procidentia uteri, in which there had been performed an. 
ct a to that adopted by M. Dupuytren for the cure of pro-. 

psus ani. 

“Two years ago M. Langier tried to cure a case of prolapsus uteri, 
which came under his care, by contracting the vagina. I believe this. 
case has not been published. 

“‘ M. Tanchon was acquainted with this method, but kept it a secret ; 
he has published nothing upon it ; he has only put in his claim against 
that of the English surgeons, who wish to consider the priority in re- 
ference to this operation, as due to theinselves. 

“ M. Dieffenbach is contented with removing the folds of the vagina 
near the inferior orifice. 

“ M. Langier cauterized a broad strip of the mucous membrane with 
the nitrate 

_“ MM. Marshall Hall, Heming, and Ireland, in England, have per- 
formed the operation with complete success. ‘Their method consists ia 
removing an elliptical shred of the mucous membrane from the internal 
surface of the vagina, an inch in breadth, and several inches in length. 
The wound is then united by the interrupted suture. In some cases 
two such shreds have been removed, one from the left, and the other 
from the right side. . 

_ To the case which I have described, the catamenia had subsided for 
a long time. ‘The uterus projected two. inches externally ; the tissues 


4 


structure 


length of this canal, a band of the mucous membrane; and, lastly, to 
unite the anterior wound by the interrupted suture. 

“Io our opinion it is much better, when the procidentia is not very’ 

‘ to insert the sutures before removing the anterior shred of 

the threads may be situated about a line 

from the edges of the wound. We advise this to be done, in conse- 

quence of the pain causing the parts to contract, when the excision is: 

inserted ; and, in cases, when this 

happens, it is exceedingly difficult to insert them. In the dissection of 


voulu par cette communication assurer a l’operation son origine et main- 
tainer 4 la chirurgie Frangaise (!) la priorité de !’invention, sinon de 

t seems that ion in France i 
sition to this measure, and that M. Girardin slept upon his mere propo- 
sition. Ido not imagine, therefore, that either will gain much by any 
attempt to deprive me and Dr. Heming of whatever merit there may 
be in having both devised and executed this simple, this painless, alinost 
bloodless, yet important operation. ‘To compare our tion to that 
pe tect puytren, for prolapsus ani; or to of M. Dief- 

,and M. ier, for prola uteri, neither of which could 
succeed, is equally futile. As to M. Tanchon, who could keep his mode 
of proceeding secret, he does not deserve a moment's notice. 

Without attaching too much importance to it, I cannot but regard this 
operation as a valuable addition to our curative means. Prolapsus uteri 
is frequently a great calamity. ‘The mode of cure proposed is st once 
effectual, aad free from either pain or danger, if properly performed. _ 


[Commenicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journsl.) | 
Baonre, in his late work on nervous affections, has conferred 2 lasting 
benefic on medical scieace, by the free and practical manner i 


* 
& 
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were not hypertrophied, nor had they undergone any other alteration of 
7 -— which we propose is as follows: First, to remove the 
anterior column of the vagina, from the inferior part to the superior, 
before reducing the prolapsus; then to reduce it, and remove from the 
lateral | rts of the ; both and left, and ¢ the whole 
the anterior shred considerable caution ts necessary fest the vesico-vagi- 
nal septum be completely cut through. 

“The woman who forms the subject of this communication, expe- 
nenced no inconvenience ; and some days since she walked in the wards 
of the hospital, and in the gardens, without the least tendency to a: ' 
return of the prolapsus. We may now, therefore, calculate upon almost 
certain success by an operation.” 

What I have to add is a little amusing. It seems’ M. Girardin has 
written to the Academie to remind its members that in 1822 he had 

NERVOUS DISEASES. | 


Nervous Diseases. 
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If the whole of the nervous excitability, 
ributed and expended by the whc 
of this extraordinary case, and the one 
iter to consider it worthy of publication, 
the stomach and intestines, as well as 
ok drop” was given every two in 
owed 3 without producing sleep ! and 
s well as belladon., was given every 
; although there could be no doubt of : 
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class of medicines that proved inactive; for at times, the ordinaril A 
rentives and powerful emetics were likewise as i 

mber of very active articles were given per ano, and 
retained in the bowels for hours without producing the least 
among the number, we recollect ordering injections of to- 
a decoction of the same was even swallowed in repeated 
tablespoonful doses, without occasioning even nausea. ‘The application 
of many of the most powerful preparations, such as morphine, strych- 
nine, emetine, &c., on blistered surfaces, was often attended with the 
same want of influence. But this insensibility, after continuing two or 
three weeks, was generally succeeded by a different state things. 
The organs, that formerly were so torpid, became morbidly excitable, 


as any symptom connected 
by its feel, is neither that of ascites, enlargement of any one organ, or a’ 


numbness continued, for a long time, to be one of the most troublesome 


About a year ago, she ex a wish “to try” the Thomsonian 
mode of treatment ; which medical attendant acceded to, being 
confident, from the slight effect which the most powerful articles of the 
materia medica had on her system, there would be little danger of her 
being injured by any of their nostrums ; considering, likewise, that such 
diseases have frequently yielded to the moral influences of a confidence 
in a new and novel mode of treatment ; and likewise that a disturbing 
course would be the only one which could succeed in breaking up the 
circle of diseased nervous affections which seemed to have completely 
usurped the of the normal functions. We were, therefore, in- 
duced to yield a willing assent to the empiric trial. The result has 
been rather beneficial ; for although during the year her situation has. 
been vacillating between the two extremes of her complaint, yet, upoo 
the whole, her symptoms are much mitigated, and a few weeks ago she 
enjoyed a better state of health than she has for the last three years; 
but whether the improvement depends vpon the treatment she bas un- 


in an to | | | | 
the fabulous stone of Sysiphus, their energies began to fall, as soon as they 
reached the summit of their morbid exaltation ; and the extent of their 
subsequent- descent, was always in proportion to the degree of their 
previous elevation. 

The real nature of her —_ has been as difficult to determine 
mor sus generss ; nei elastic feel mpanitis, 
though shore are more reasons to consider it confined air, i any other 
body. The action of emetics and hydragogues has, in some instan- 
ces, reduced it, while in others it has not lessened her size in any 

Her lameness has been confined, principally, to one of the lower 
limbs; although the other, as well as the upper ones, has not been 
always subject to volition. The lameness has all the characteristics of 
real paralysis, excepting wasting, which usually attends its continuance. 
The temperature of the limbs has been always below the natural 
standard, and their animal i has been r..:‘ch lessened ; so that 
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dergone, or the changeable character of the disease, a further time can 
determine. 


n giving a hi of this anomalous case, it is impossible to give a 
correct account of all the different characters it assumed, or diseases it 
simulated, oa its course ; but we do not hesitate to affirm, that 
there are but few symptoms belonging to the long catalogue of diseases, 
which have not afflicted the patient, in one tos yo other of her com- 
rar As might be expected, the opinions given by her medical 

i as well as the treatment prescribed, have varied according to the 
different which this protean disease has put on. But little doubt 
remains that it belongs to one of those ext nary species of hysteria 
that Sir B. Brodie has so often met with ; and it is to be lamented that 
80 extensive a practitioner, and so able a writer, should not have dis- 
covered a cure, or even suggested some plausible mode of treatment, 
that would tend to expunge it from ‘that long list of incurables which 
are “spa but unjustly denominated the medicurum. 

Bangor, w 14, 1838. D. McR. 


CASE OF DROPSY. 
(Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Two months previous to the birth of the patient, J. B., her mother had 
at her birth, presen appearance of one w gone 

through that disorder. The circumstances were considered ontreonth 
nary at the time, and attracted the attention of many physicians, and 
are recorded in the books of the Middlesex Medical Society. Dr. 
Isaac Hurd, of Concord, was her mother’s physician. 

Between her first and third year, J. B. had a long illness, from which 
her recovery was considered almost miraculous ; in childhood she, had a 
large swelling in the groin, which was called a rupture ; but she wore 
no truss or anything of that sort, and the swelling, it is believed, disap. 

before she grew up. She was rarely gay and happy, like other 
children ; but would often cry for hours, alone by herself, without any 
apparent cause. | 

At about sixteen she was in better health, flesh, and spirits, than at 
any period of her life, but soon after that time she began to be troubled 
with abscesses under her arms, most painful, tedious, and difficult to 
cure, often continuing for months. During the eight following years 
she was under the care of Dr. Chaplin, of Cambridgeport. not 
only had these abscesses every winter, but during those years was almost 
constantly afflicted with a hard cough ; once had hemorrhage from the 
lungs, and was visited by old Dr. Warren; once had a violent brain 
fever, and once a lung fever. The whole array of painful remedies 
were, one after another, called forth to her relief—setons, issues, blisters, 
the knife, the lancet, and many of the most powerful agents in the 
materia medica, It is supposed that Dr. Chaplin considered her system 
so insensible to the action of medicines as to call for the employment of 
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the most active and violent: certain it is that she took almost everything 
but laudanum, without any considerable effect, though five drops of that 
preparation ave p every symptom of death. 

rom 1822 her heaith comers bs vga she was still sub- 
ject to cough and pain in the side, and to glandular swellings, one of | 
which last was cut out, at her earnest desire, by Dr. Z. B. Adams, in 
1823 or 4. She went to reside in Boston to teach a school, and while 
there, from some exposure to the weather, she took cold and was seized 
with erysipelas in her head, which was very severe. She was carried 
home as soon as possible, and after a few weeks recovered so as to be 
able to return to Boston for a short time, but returned to her home, and 
for some months was troubled with rheumatism in the head, and a tu- 
mor which appeared somewhat like polypus and occasioned her much 
sufferi In the winter of 1825-6 she went to Baltimore to reside, 
where the mild climate seemed to renovate her constitution, and she 
enjoyed tolerable health for four or five following years. After that she 
had catarrh, fever, and lung fever: she had continued to suffer from: the 
tumor, which Dr. N. R. Smith twice operated upon, and removed. 

In the spring of 1831 she had a violent lung fever, from which she 
recovered sufficiently to come to New England in June, and spend there 
the remainder of the summer. She enjoyed tolerable health from that 
time till comer 1833. She was then very ill-with inflammation of 
the bowels. was cupped and blistered ; warm poultices were used, 
and the bowels, which were hard and swollen, were rubbed with whis- 
key and sweet oil. After about a fortnight her health seemed improvi 
and her strength increased, though her bowels remained hard ‘and 
swollen. She continued to gain strength, though a confirmed d 
had supervened. In the fall of 1833 was much increased in size, 
though able to ride out and to walk about the house: she had been 
tapped two or three times with very little success. During the autumn 
(or ’33) her limbs swelled more and more, and after September she 

not go below stairs. Dr. Buckler once pricked one of her limbs 
with a needle, from the knee to the ankle, with the hope of relieving 
the distension by discharging the water. The relief, however, was 


tapped after the operation of Dr. B. 

bout November, a black spot appeared on one of her ancles, which 
- sapidly spread, and in a short time both limbs became ulcerated, and so 
paiaful that by January she was unable to lie down on account of the 
extreme soreness and pain, and equally unable to walk or stand. For 
eighteen following months she never left chair, except when she 


her 

attempted to lie on the hydrostatic bed, which, however, afforded 
her no relief, and she abandoned it after one or two pain 

During the winter of 1834 she often had severe cough and disordered 
bowels, the en in was she took, for weeks 
together, from four to eight teas Is um every ni 

else a preparation of iaciphine, whi 


she much preferred. In 


slight transient. her once or twice, but was unable 
to draw more than a pint of water from two simultaneous openings. 
Some ; were drawn out | the instrument. She was never 


of that year, she was suddenly seized with diarrhea and sickness at 
the stomach, with great tion of strength, and in two days her 
limbs, which had been of the size of a very large man’s, shrunk away 
to almost the mere bone from the hips downward: the discharge from 
them entirely ceased. ‘The hard, black skin, which appeared to be thick, 
like sole-leather, stood out from the bone like a man’s boot, and was as 
dry and stiff, just hanging by a loose puckered skin from the knee. At 
this time her h failed so that she was necessarily placed on the 
bed, and she was, for the future, able to lie down every night. | 

She gradually tecovered from this singular state. Again her limbs 
swelled and discharged as before, but she did not suffer so much from 
them till the winter, nor had she occasion to use so much laudanum. 


and pressure of poultices. ehe 
continued in much the same state, being better in the warm — 


®weather, till the latter of June, 1836, when she sailed for Boston. 
She was carried t this formidable undertaking with much less suf- 
ing than could have been anticipated, as she had not been able for 
months to’ bear her own weight a moment, or move herself from one 
to another. Every accommodation which the wisdom and expe- 
rience of many friends could suggest, or their kindness supply, was” 
furnished her, and a gracious Providence granted her a safe, though 
tedious, of ten days, during which no accident occurred, save 
that she was thrown out of her cot by the sudden lurching of the vessel 
in a high wind at midnight: the curtains and bed-clothing broke her 
fall, and she escaped with only a few bruises and scratches, which 
healed more favorably than could have been expected. The fatigue 
and the excitement of reaching home made her more ill for a few days, 
but she suffered no material injury from the removal. | 


parative strength | 

other stimulants. In August (’37 she was, with great difficulty, placed : 

in a chair and secured, so that could be carried from one house to 

another. ‘This removal seemed, for 

happier ; still, however, her sufferings increased, especially sore 

mouth, which made it very difficult for her to eat. inally, she lost'all 

appetite. She was occasionally troubled with shortness of cee | 


ogee dpa At last, two or three days before ‘her death; t 
appeared to an evident sinking, universal distiess and restleseness; 
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The dressing of her ulcers was changed, from litharge ointment (which : 
ind, Seepnanene ite as well. She had been unable to bear the 
| autumn | winter | as | | 
during the preceding season, except that she did not, perhaps, suffer so 
much ; still she was obliged to take laudanum,-and finally the black 
drop, of which she took, for some months, from two to three teaspoon- 
fuls a day. In June, 1837, she had a turn precisely similar to that in 
1834; she was suddenly prostrated, again her limbs shrunk: and dried, 
and she was again obliged to lie upon her bed. Never afterwards was 
it possible for ber to sit in a chair, as formerly, though she could still sit 
7 two of three times a day. From this condition she was 


difficulty of breathing, particularly on attempting to lie down: or 
a her position. All ‘hit increased till, on Saturday morning, she 
sank softly away, and breathed her last without a struggle. | 
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y emaciated ; rmanently on t ighs ; 
ddorne enormously distended ; superficial veins of chest and 
men remarkably distinct, presenting an endless mesh of dark lines. 
On measuri the abdomen, the vertical outline of the protuberant part 
was found to be (from the crest of the pubes to the ensiform cartilage) 
two feet, five inches ; and the whole circumference of the body (the line 
being carried around at the level of the umbilicus) four feet, four inches. 
Aa incision having been made into the left side of the abdominal pa- 
rietes, twenty-four pounds of clear-looking serum were evacuated. 
opening the abdomen, an enormous congeries of cysts protruded, not 
herent in any point to the walls of the abdominal cavity, and attached 
only to the left ovary or Fallopian tube by a narrow band, which was 
ruptured in removing the mass. One of the cysts occupied completely @ 
the lower cavity of the pelvis below the brim, compressing the rectum. 
The intestines, liver, and stomach, were thrust up, with the diaphragm, 
thus diminishing, materially, the cavity of the thorax. The whole tu-. 
mor was turned out without rupturing any of the sacs, and weighed, 
with its contents, fifty-four pounds (the sacs themselves, after evacuating 
the fluid, weighing eleven pounds), so that there were sixty-seven 
of serous fluid within the walls of the abdomen. ‘The fibrous: 
coat of the liver and spleen presented large patches, white, indurated, 
and thickened : the other organs presented no traces of disease. 

The right lung was condensed as if from compression, and at its apex. 
was a small cavity filled with softened tuberculous matter, the whole 
upper lobe being in a state of tuberculous degeneration, with some cre- 
 taceous deposit at the very summit. Left lung healthy. 

The pleure each contained fluid to the amount af Soe cones, tid 
on both sides there were extensive adhesions. nh 

Heart perfectly healthy. - 


not 
On examining the tumor it was found to be made up of ay distinct 
cysts; some with thin, transparent walls, others with walls thick, and 
of almost cartilaginous hardness: to these latter were attached large 
masses of scirrhous substance. One of the cysts was lined with a yel- 
lowish, pasty secretion, and contained a quantity of calcareous matter, 
fore 
is form of disease has been admirably described. by Dr. Hodgkin, 
of London, in a paper on “ Adventitious Formations,” published in 
the Medico-Chirurgical Transactions; and also by Dr. Seymour, io his 
Lectures on Ovarian Tumors, printed in the second volume of the 
London Medical Gazette. | 
April 26, 1838. 
[The above case, though, by request, without signature, is from a. 
responsible source.—Eb. | 
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BOSTON, MAY 2, 1838. 


DR. MNAUGHTON ON HOMCEOPATHY. 


In the Transactions of the New York State Medical Society, the first 
article is an address by James M’Naughton, M.D., the president, which 
been in repute, from one to another, since the days of Hippocrates. 
He has minutely considered the last, and, to our humble apprehension 

the most useless of the whole series, and his dissertation commends i 

to the reader. In a word, the author makes it as plain aa the stars in 
the firmament, that homaopathy is not deserving the consideration of an 
intelligent man. For example, the treatment of acute diseases, though 
familiar, perhaps, as taught by the admirers of Hahnemannism, is a 
little variation in the mode of approaching patient, is just about as 


well as varying the remedies. 

“In acute diseases the remedies are not exhibited, in more 
than once or twice in twenty-four hours, the interval depending upon the 
duration of their respective effects. In chronic diseases, again, they 
are not given oftener than once a week, fortnight or month—sometimes 
only once in two months. The millionth, or ten-millionth part of a grain 
once in two months, and that given in sugar, is certainly a very gentle 
and if experience should prove it to be as 
succeasful as the Allopathic method, it is certainly entitled to the pre- 
ference. One would suppose that such small doses could not exert any 
iffluence on the vital actions. The most virulent poisons known to us 
¢an be taken in doses a hundred times r than the doses of the Ho- 
meopathic medicines, with impunity. aking, therefore, all due al- 
lowances for the influence of friction in imparting new properties, no- 
thing short of the most unquestionable experience could induce us to 
believe, that the remedies of the new school would do either harm 


or good. 
avate, for a time, the symptoms, is not calculated to make a favora- 
impression on physicians brought up in the Allopathic schools, even 
if the doses of the appropriate remedies seemed sufficiently large to 
produce a decided impression on the system. But the principle of ac- 
tion, and the infiaitessimal size of the doses prescribed, have together 
contributed to prevent physicians from paying any attention to the new 


subject absurd, a delusion, or a gross imposition upon public credulity. 
owever, h the of thie stem is admitted, and 


all classes of thinking persons look ypon it with supreme contempt, 
several professed Homeopathic practitioners are thriving grandly in 
large cities. They seem to fill an important niche, which neither na- 
tural-bonesetters, pill-makers, or venders of patent medicines, generally, 


were not so fully 


could reach. People and 
they like to be, till the arrival of these last, but 


. 
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turers, on the American Continent. however, it is an 
unjustifiable liberty to pronounce them since Dr. M’Naughion 

assures us that— 
“ Several of the most intelligent disciples of Hahnemann, as Hart- 
mann, Rummel, and Gueyrard, recommend Allopathic or — 
ot. Lhave 


remedies where the Homeopathic are inapplicable or insufficie 

self seen several instances in which much injury resulted from trust- 
ing exclusively to Homaopathic remedies. In one instance I have seen 
the sight of an eye almost entirely lost, with a deep ulcer on the cornea, 
while the Homaopathist paid no attention to the focal affection, but for 
weeks continued to give internal remedies, to get at what he considered 
the root of the evil. But the eradication of the evil would have come 
rather too late, if the humors of the eye were in the meantime allowed 


to 

Usually, the effect of warning the people against impositions where 
health is concerned, is to jc: te curiosity, ‘and, finally, if a sympathy 
happens to be excited for what is commonly called a persecuted man, not 
only is the individual personally and speedily benefited, but the whole 
pasar assists in making his fortune at the expense of its vitality. _ 

We wish it were proper to circulate occasional medical tracts, of a 
popular character, through the country, after the manner of the tem- 
perance associations. e effects would be lastingly beneficial, and 
under such circumstances Dr. M’Naughton’s discourse would be read 
with universal satisfaction and profit. 


New York Medical Prize Fund.—By a unanimous vote of the Medical 
Society of the County of New York, embracing the city, twenty dollars 
are to be paid annually to the prize fund of the State Society. Sixty dol- 
lars, as a donation, were also received the past winter from the interior 
counties, towards the same meritorious object. No dissertations seem 
to have been presented the year, or, if there were, none of them 
had sufficient merit to take the prize. 


Utero-Abdominal .—A committee of the New York Medical 
Society have made a flattering report in favor of this instrument. The 
committee sone a belief that it will in most cases supersede the use of 
the pessary. h, too, is the opinion of good judges in this neighborhood. 
It is lamentable that the price is so exorbitantly rerio ingeni- 
ous mechanics to fabricate them, to the injury of the proprietor. 


To those whom it may concern.—The readers of this Journal—some of 
them, at least—will remember the insertion of a Card from Dr. North, 
more than a year ago, stating that on account of his health he had 
certain in relation to diet and regimen, in my hands for publica- 
tioa. work to which they have given rise is at length, after much 
delay, in , and will shortly be published. I¢ will be a duodecimo 
volume of 200 pages or more, entitled, “‘ Vegetable Diet : as. sanctioned 
by medical men, and by experience in all ages.” Wm. A. Atcort. 

Boston, April 28th, 1838. hte 


Ozygenated Soap. —Mr. Eliphalet Davis, of Cambridgeport, who mana- 


$ 


Medical Intelligence, 


institutions. The of the oxygenated soap the managment of 
ill-conditioned ulcers, for the attention It is more 
dam your save wen enged who wanege 
give it a thorough trial—and in many instances since, when judiciously 
prescribed, the result has been very satisfactory. Some of the worst- 


spreading over the had destroyed the entire nasal organ, the whole 
oh ip te ight 70 Pet parton of the cheek, and the whole of 
and integuments. The orifice of the mouth 

hed by except a small opening sufficient to admit 
last eight years. The orifice of the mouth was first enlarged, without 
dividing the Gbres of the orbicularis ois, euficintly to admit solid food, 
after the operation for a new nose was performed, the fla of in- 


. 


being dissected, as usual, from the forehead. The 
edjested by fore four points of suture ; small strips of adhesive plaster were 
ied, and ater of cloth dipped in water. A cafemen nasi 
nostrils were also formed, and their dilatation preserved by two 
rolled pieces of cloth. On the eighth day the twisted portion of the 
was detached by the bistoury, when union by the first intention had oc- 
was all that was deemed for the poor 
ject, was made comparatively comfortab his. other 

facial deformities still remain. 8 


Diseases in India.—A list of cases in the Central gg gag 
for May and June, of last year, is given in the India Journal. 
whole number is 2466, though the has been established but ra 
months. Of this number, we find that 319 are cases of syphilis, 131 of 
ay of bubo, ‘and 200 of ulcers. In speaking of syphilitic 
Tisonagn: the superintendent of the hospital, alludes to the in- 
judicions pork by natives, of mercury, in their treatment of them. 


Fairfield County ( Conn. ) Bt eed 
the Fairfield Co. on the ult., at 


Society® T. Denison, M.D. ; Chauncey 
Sherwood, M.D. ; Rufus Blakeman, M.D. ; David 

of the on was read 
before the Society by Dr. R. Blakeman. , 
Drs. Denison, E. Middlebrook and Buckley were appointed to ‘read 
dissertations at the next annual meet 

Drs. G. Blakeman, Beach and were appointed the stand- 


ing committee for the year ensuing. 


appearing ulcerations of the s owe ded to the application < 

compound, which resisted a variety of preparations — resorted to 
in the attempt to heal them. Now there is no mystery in all this, nor is 
there any secret in the manufacture. If 6 temedy very tater 
ordinary circumstances, is so efficient in its effects, it behooves practi- 
tioners to call it to their aid. To those who are in that particular con- 
dition in which medical advice is not thought necessary, yet, neverthe- 


To F's which has been et 
of this No., will appear next week. 


Diep,—In Cranston, R. [., “Dr. Samuel Hudson, aged 77. 

Whole au aber of deaths in Boston, for the week ending April 28,40. Males, 19—Females, 21. 
6—-measies, 1—intemperaace, 1— 3—dropsy in the head, 2—lung fever, 9— 

throat distemper, 1—inflammation, 1—quinsy, |1—ulceration of the stomach, 1—marasmus, ]—iafaa- 
tile, 2—scariet fever, | fever, 1 ny 
bilious fever, |—old age, 1 ou the brain, 1—disease of the l—croup, ion 
of the peritoneum, 1. 


SARLANDIERE’S ANATOMY. 


sp Anatomy, or Human Oncanocaarny, in synoptical tables, with numerous 
for the use of Universit y Faculties, and Sehoole of Medicine and Academies of Ealating, 


Royal Colleges. By the Cuzv. J. Translated 

-€. Roberts, 
A few copies of the above for sale at Ticknor’s, corner of Washington and School streets, at one 
half the original subse . 


Tun third edition of this useful Aus BOOK OF ANA anatomy and 
by De. J. V. C. Smith, may be had, ordered by of the the publiaher “Davie Joy's Balding 
77 Washingtoa Street. 


FALLING OF THE WOMB CURED BY EXTERNAL APPLICATION. 
DR. A. G. HULL'S UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER is offered to those afflicted with 
Uteri, or Falling of the Womb, and other diseases depending u a of the ab- 
Jominal muscles, as an instrument in every way calculated for relief and permanent resteration te 
health. When this instrument is and fitted to the furm of it inve- 
‘ords the most immunity distressing 
sensations which accompany nearly all cases of be displacements of omen, and its akil- 
wed by an early confession of radical relief the patient herself. 
Supporter is of simple con and can be he patient without fu aid. W 
in the last three years nearly 1590 of the Utero-4 ime rate paar 


most happy results. 
The 7 reat success which this instrument has met, warrants the 


The Subscribers having appointed Ger tho nstru 
will be attended to. LOWE & REED, 
Jan. 3. yreop 24 Merchants Row, Boston. 


TO MEDICAL STUDENTS. 
Tus edossigned are are associated for the Purpose rpose of i 
Bergery. A suitable room w:'! be provided, and pupils will have the use of an extensive 
ieney « epeatentian for seeing the practice ‘of one of the districts of the Dispensary and of the Eye 


infirmary, and of attending a course of lectures on the diseases of the eye. 
A regular course of recitations and exuminations will include all — required jonal works. 
instruction and n will form a ut part in the st ofthe quote 
further iuformation, sods apy to either of the subscribers. JOHN JEFFRIES, M.D. 
R. W. HOOPER, M.D. 
Praaklin Street, Nov. 9, 1836. July 19—6m JOHN H. DIX, M.D. 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Tae suberriber proposes to take a few medical students, and to connect a small school with 
establishment for the treatment of invalids and for surgical has 
convenient rooms, and has secured the necessary facilities for anatomical inquiries ane & Leper moe a 

occur ta practice of acou physician su YFLINT. 
Springfield, January, 1838. Jan. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR. a JR. at 184 Washington Street corne! corner of Frank! in Street, to whom communications 
must be | salso n rts, eac ew 
vc SMITH, M pet, 


numbers of the preced exp} month, stitchedin acover. J. r| 
vear ia advance. $3.50 er three moathe, and 94,00 if ald within the 


212 . Medical Advertisements, 
i it bas he decided approbation of 3i Ede 
ng te atate that met t ec n Cg » Edw 
M-1..Professur of Midwifery, bag oar | of the State of New York, of ’Professors of Midwifery in the 
different Medical Schools of the United States, and every other Physician or Surgeon who has had 8 
practical knowledge of its qualities, as well as every patient who has worn it. 
The public and medical profession are cautioned against impositions in this instrument, as well as 
: in Trusses vended as mine, which are unsafe and vicious imitations. The genuine Trusses bear my 
in on the and the has its title embossed its 


